
54th Congress, )HOUSE OF BEPEESENTATIVES. ( Document 
1st Session. ) ( No. 164. 

SOHOONEE HENBY CEOSBY. 

MESSAGE 
FROM THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TRANSMITTING 

Copies of all correspondence of record, in the Department of State in rela¬ 
tion to the schooner Henry Crosby, fired upon while at Azua, Santo 
Domingo, December 10, 1893. 

January 22, 1896.—Referred to tlie Committee on Foreign Affairs and ordered to 
be printed. 

To the House of Representatives: 
I transmit herewith, in compliance with the resolution of the House 

of Bepresentatives of December 28, 1895, a report from the Secretary 
of State, with copies of all the correspondence of record in the Depart¬ 
ment of State in relation to the schooner Henry Crosby, fired upon while 
at anchor at Azua, Santo Domingo, December 10, 1893. 

Grover Cleveland. 
Executive Mansion, 

Washington, January 22, 1896. 

The President : 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred a resolution passed by 
the House of Bepresentatives on the 28th ultimo, reading as follows: 

Whereas the schooner Henry Crosiy, a vessel duly enrolled under the laws of the 
United States, and commanded by Abel F. Stubbs, a citizen thereof, is alleged to 
have been fired upon by troops of the Republic of Santo Domingo while at anchor 
flying the American flag at Azua in said Republic of Santo Domingo, on the 10th 
day of December, 1893, and members of its crew shot and seriously wounded, and 
property belonging to the vessel destroyed; and 

Whereas the owners, officers, and crew of said vessel have petitioned the Depart¬ 
ment of State for indemnity for such injury and loss: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate to the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, if not, in his opinion, incompatible with the public interests, the diplo¬ 
matic and consular correspondence and the correspondence between the Government 
of the United States and the owners, officers, or crew, their agents or attorneys, and 
all other reports or correspondence relating to said attack and claim demanded. 
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has the honor to lay before the President copies of all the correspond¬ 
ence of record in the Department of State in relation to the subject 
of said resolution. 

Respectfully submitted. 
Richard Olney. 

Department of State, 
Washington, January 21,1896. 

Mr. Smythe to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

Legation of tRe United States to Santo Domingo, 
Port au Prince, December 15, 1893. 

Commandant killed at Azua, Santo Domingo. Bold attempt to assas¬ 
sinate Heureaux. Meade* cables American schooner attacked; two 
sailors wounded at Azua. Have cabled instructions. 

Smythe. 

Mr. Smythe to Mr. Gresham. 

Legation of the United States, 
Port au Prince, December 18, 1893. (Received December 29.) 

Sir : I cabled you on the 15th that a bold attempt at revolution had 
been made in Santo Domingo, that the general commanding at Azua, a 
town 72 miles from the capital, had been killed, and that an attempt 
had been made to assassinate President Heureaux. After receiving 
this news through the secretary of state for Haiti, I received a tele¬ 
gram from our consul at Santo Domingo, and embraced its contents in 
my message to the effect that ‘-an American schooner had been fired 
upon at Azua and two seamen wounded.” The dispatch added that 
“this was done by Dominican soldiers.” It has occurred to me that 
perhaps the schooner carried the insurgents to Azua (where the insur¬ 
rection broke out), and I cabled to Meade to “obtain facts and report.” 
Up to to-night we have no further advices, though I will be in posses¬ 
sion soon of all that shall be cabled to the foreign office here. I think 
it possible that the attempted revolution has been quelled by Heureaux, 
but if not, we should have a naval vessel in these waters at once. 
Will give you all particulars. 

I am, etc., Henry M. Smythe. 

Mr. Smythe to Mr. Gresham. 

Legation of the United States, 
Port au Prince, Haiti, January 12, 1894. 

(Received January 24.) 
Sir : I have the honor to report the arrival of the U. S. S. Kearsarge 

at this port yesterday evening. To-day Admiral Stanton (who arrived 

Consul at Santo Domingo City. 
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almost at the same time on the Atlas steamer), together with Commander 
Hyerman and a subaltern officer, made an official visit to the legation. 
The officers, crew, and marines of the vessel are in perfect health, and 
the captain reports all quiet in Santo Domingo. As well as I can deter¬ 
mine, the American schooner fired upon at Azua had entered a closed 
port, 6 miles from the port of Azua, and the firing occurred under the 
stimulus of the excitement incident to a very small attempt at revolu¬ 
tion. Ample apology was made, but in the absence of any information 
from Consul Meade, I am not prepared to make any direct conclusion 
as to the matter. I presume, since I can hear nothing from the con¬ 
sul, that I will have to rely on the Department for information and 
instruction. 

I have, etc., Henry M. Smythe. 

Air. Smythe to Mr. Gresham * 

No. 6.] Legation of the United States, 
Port au Prince, Haiti, January 22, 1894. 

(Received January 29.) 
Sir : I jnclose herewith the testimony forwarded to me by Consul 

Meade, relating to the incident at Azua. This shows the affair practi¬ 
cally as reported to me by the commander of the Kearsarge, and is 
the only official intelligence I have received except the brief dispatch 
which I forwarded to you. 

It seems right to consider, first, that the vessel was anchored at a 
closed port; second, that the whole countryside was in arms trying to 
apprehend or prevent the escape of the parties who had assassinated 
the governor of the province; and, third, that the mate, instead of pro¬ 
ceeding boldly to the shore and making inquiries as soon as he saw a 
few men with arms in their hands turned the bow of his boat to the 
vessel and retreated, thus confirming the suspicions of the ignorant 
soldiery in the belief that the vessel was either concerned in the upris¬ 
ing or was there (in a closed port) to carry away the assassins of the 
governor. 

I have unofficial information that the mate is well, and the seaman, 
Smith (who, it seems, is a Swede), is recovering rapidly. 

I have, etc., 
Henry M. Smythe, 

P. S.—I have just learned that it will be impossible to copy the evi¬ 
dence, etc., for this mail, and hence I send this dispatch to give the 
Department an idea of the situation. My opinion is that no discour¬ 
tesy was intended to our flag, but think a reasonable indemnity should 
be demanded for the wounded sailors, unless the circumstances debar 
them from remuneration. 

The papers will follow in next mail, and can then be connected with 
this dispatch. 

Very truly, your friend and servant, 
Henry M. Smythe. 

* Printed in Foreign Relations, 1894, p. 207. 
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[Inclosure 1 in No. 6.) 

Mr. Meade to Mr. Smythe. 

United States Consulate, 
Santo Domingo, December 30, 1893. 

Sir: I inclose you herewith copies of the depositions of the master, mate, and 
sailor (with accompanying medical certificate) of the American schooner Henry 
Crosby, who were connected in the recent shooting affair at Azua, and an account of 
which has been telegraphed you as received from Consular Agent Hardy at that 
port. 

I have, etc., 
[L. s.] John E. Meade, 

United States Consul, Santo Domingo. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 6.] 

Mr. Hardy to Mr. Meade. 

No. 71. United States Consular Agency, 
Azua, December 26, 1893. 

Sir: Your dispatch No. 2, dated December 16, received and contents noted. 
According to instructions I inclose copy of depositions made at this consular agency 

by A. F. Stubbs, master, William H. Brooks, first mate, and Charles Smith, seaman, 
all belonging to the American schooner Henry Crosby, now lying at this place, the origi¬ 
nals of said depositions being entered and sworn to in the record books in this office. 
I also inclose certificate of medical attendant regarding nature of wound received by 
the above-named Charles Smith on the 10th day of December last. 

You will observe that there is an unimportant addition to the captain’s declara¬ 
tion. This was added at the request of the authorities here, who desired Captain 
Stubbs to sign a declaration drawn up by them which did not recognize the fact 
of the vessel’s national flag being displayed. To avoid dispute I advised Captain 
Stubbs to send a copy of his declaration to the consular agency, which was done in 
the form inclosed. In explanation of the Dominican Government’s wish that the 
master certify to the fact that he was anchored outside the limits of any port, I 
may mention that Azua and Baralrona are the only two ports in this section where 
foreign vessels are allowed to enter unless under special permit from the Govern¬ 
ment. Captain Stubbs was misled by the information he received in New York 
regarding the situation of Azua, and it is to be regretted that he did not provide 
himself with a United States hydrographic chart of 1886, or sailing directions from 
the same office, published in 1892, before leaving New York. The arrival of the 
Henry Crosby occurred while the country was in a state of unrest. The governor-gen¬ 
eral of the province and Bara Huna having been assassinated on the Sunday pre¬ 
vious, the whole population was under arms to prevent the escape of the murderers, 
and by some error the authorities were advised that the vessel reported at anchor on 
the coast was from Bara Huna, hence the dispatch of an armed force to watch her 
motions. Of course a moment’s consideration ought to have convinced the authori¬ 
ties that a vessel engaged in any illegal-would hardly anchor in the middle 
of the day and remain twenty-seven hours within rifle shot of the beach with her 
colors flying. In any case, the dispatch of an armed force in a boat from , as 
afterwards was done, would resolve any suspicions that existed. 

The seaman Charles Smith is progressing favorably. 
Trusting inclosures will be found satisfactory, etc., 

John Hardy, 
United States Consular Agent. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 6.] 

Deposition of William H. Broolcs. 

United States Consular Agency, 
Azua, December 22, 1893. 

Be it known that on the 22d day of December, 1893, personally appeared before 
me, John Hardy, consular agent for the United States of America for the port of 
Azua, William H. Brooks, chief officer of the American schooner Henry Crosby, who 
maketh the following declaration and answers under oath: 
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That the said William H. Brooks is an American citizen with residence in Rock¬ 
land, Me.; that he has been attached to the American schooner Henry Crosby upward 
of one year; that he left New York in the said schooner in the capacity of mate on 
24th November last. 

That on the 10th day of December, while the vessel was lying at anchor off what 
Avas supposed to be the port of Azua, at 11.30 a. m., he received an order from A. J. 
Stubbs, the master of the Aressel, to take two seamen in the small boat to ascertain 
if the vessel was really in the port of Azua, with the additional order not to land. 
That in obeying these instructions the boat was taken within hailing distance of 
the shore, where two men were observed and the question asked, “Is this the port of 
Azua?” Understanding them to give an affirmative answer, and further alarmed by 
the sudden appearance of a large body of armed men, the order was given to pull 
back to the Aressel; immediately the men on the beach opened tire on the boat, great 
numbers of bullets falling near to and passing through the planking of the boat, one 
of the latter striking him, the deponent, on the hip and for the moment disabling 
him. 

That up to the time of the firing no intimation which he could understand had 
been given him, that he was desired to land, consequently he carried out the orders 
given by the master of the vessel, and seated with his back to the shore he was unable 
to see the soldiers making ready to fire, and with the first volley he became dis¬ 
abled. After a time, finding that one of his boat’s crew was dangerously wounded 
and the other in hiding, by a great effort he took to the oars in the endeavor to get 
the boat out of range or on the other side of the vessel. In this he succeeded. 

That he further declares that the schooner Henry Crosby held no other communica¬ 
tion with the shore from the time of his leaving New York, and that during the 
time of the vessel lying at anchor off the Boca de Jura the national flag was dis¬ 
played from sunrise to sunset, and that at the time of the firing the flag on the 
ship was plainly discernible. 

To the above declaration the said William H. Brooks subscribes his name and 
maketh oath the day and date above written. 

Wm. H. Brooks. 

This declaration made and sworn to before me this 22d day of December, 1893. 

John Hardy, 
United States Consular Agent. 

United States Consular Agency, 
Azua, December 26,1893. 

I, John Hardy, consular agent of the United States of America, do hereby certify 
that this is a true copy of the original on the record book of this agency. 

Given under my hand and seal the day, month, and year mentioned. 

John Hardy, 
United States Consular Agent. 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 6.] 

Deposition of Charles Smith. 

United States Consular Agency, 
Azua, December 23, 1893. 

Be it known that on the 23d day of December, 1893, the following declaration 
was made and SAvorn to by Charles Smith, seaman, belonging to the American 
schooner Henry Crosby, of Bangor, Me., the said Charles Smith being confined to his 
bed on account of a wound received in the line of his duty as seaman on board the 
said vessel. Said Charles Smith makes declaration that he is a native of Sweden 
but has sailed in American vessels for upward of three years past. 

He further declares that he sailed from New York in the above-mentioned vessel 
in the capacity of able seaman on the 24th day of November last; that nothing of 
importance occurred until the 10th day of December, the ship then lying at anchor 
off the coast of Santo Domingo. Shortly before noon of the above date the deponent 
was ordered to go into the boat, and accordingly pulled toward the shore, with Sea¬ 
man Johnson pulling and the chief officer, Mr. Brooks, steering. When within hail¬ 
ing distance of the shore, the mate turned the boat’s bow toward the vessel and then 
the mate ordered us to stop rowing. The mate then asked some man on shore— 
speaking in English, “If this was the port of Azua?” Whatever answer was given 
was not understood by me. 

During this conversation I noticed a number of men issuing from the bush, armed 
with rifles and big knives, and called the mate’s attention to it. The mate then gave 
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the order to give way on the oars. Almost at the same moment the men on shore 
commenced firing, the halls dropping in and m mnd boat in great quantity. Very 
soon afterwards I saw the mate fall from his seat, face forward, to the bottom of 
the boat, Johnson having stopped his oar and hid in the bottom of the boat. I seized 
the two oars and endeavored to pull on board, but very soon receiving a bullet in 
the front of the thigh, which passed through and left my body at the posterior, and, 
getting faint from pain and loss of blood, I, too, abandoned the oars and later was 
hoisted on board and my injuries temporarily dressed by the captain. 

Charles Smith further maketh declaration that the ship held no communication 
with the shore of Santo Domingo than as above stated, and that during the time of 
the firing on the boat the flag of the vessel was plainly discernible. 

To all of which the said Charles Smith declares on oath that the statement is true. 
Charles Smith. 

This declaration made and sworn to before me on the 23d day of December, 1893. 
John Hardy, 

United States Consular Agent. 

United States Consular Agency, 
Azua, December 26,1893. 

I, John Hardy, consular agent of the United States of America at Azua, do hereby 
certify that this is a true copy of the original on the record book of this agency. 

Given under my hand and seal the day and date ad supra. 
John Hardy, 

United States Consular Agent. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 6.] 

Deposition of Capt. A. F. Stubbs. 

United States Consular Agency, 
Azua, December 22, 1893. 

Be it known that on the 22d day of December, 1893, personally appeared before 
me, John Hardy, consular agent of the United States of America at the port of Azua, 
A. F. Stubbs, master of American schooner Henry Crosby, who makes the following 
declaration and answer under oath: 

That the said A. F. Stubbs is a citizen of the United States, with residence in 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; that as master of schooner Dknry Crosby he sailed from the port of 
New York, bound for the port of Azua, and that nothing of importance occurred until 
the morning of the 9th day of December, when the vessel was off Salina Point. Act¬ 
ing under the best information he could obtain before leaving New York, and also 
consulting the chart used by him on board, he was led to believe that Azua was about 
15 miles distant in a northwest direction; with the sea breeze a corresponding 
course was steered until he supposed himself opposite the inland town of Azua, 
when the anchor was dropped at 1.30 p. m., in 6 fathoms of water, and the colors kept 
flying in expectation of a visit from custom-house authorities, the tend of the shore 
showing an indentation of a small port; that the colors were kept flying during day¬ 
light of the 9th and hoisted at sunrise Sunday, the 10th; that at 11.30 a. m. of the 
10th, no communication having been received from the shore, and observing two or 
three men on the beach, he ordered William H. Brooks, first mate of the vessel, to 
take the small boat with two seamen and approach near enough and hail if it was 
the port of Azua or not, but on no account to land. 

Watching the mate, he saw him get near to the beach and turn the bow of his 
boat seaward. After apparently changing speech with the men on shore, the men in 
the boat commenced to pull toward the ship. That during the time of the mate’s 
speaking with the men on shore he was surprised to see a great number of armed 
men issue from the woods, probably thirty or forty, and the moment the boat com¬ 
menced to move toward the ship they opened fire on the boat, the result being that 
the mate, William H. Brooks, having been struck on the hip by a ball which had prob¬ 
ably passed through the woodwork of the boat and thus lost a great part of its 
force, fell from his seat. His injury proved to be a large contusion. The man pull¬ 
ing the after oar hid himself in the bottom of the boat, and Charles Smith, seaman, 
the bow oar, was shot so severely that he fell from his seat. The crew of the boat 
being apparently totally disabled the troops on shore opened fire on the ship, the 
rifle balls passing through the rigging and some few landing on deck, so that it 
became necessary to order the rest of the crew below for safety. 
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The said A. F. Stubbs further declares that during his voyage he held no commu¬ 
nication with the shore and was engaged in peaceful and lawful occupation. To all 
which he affirms under oath the day and date above mentioned. 

A. F. Stubbs, 
Master of American Schooner Henri/ Crosby. 

This declaration was made and sworn to before me the 22d day of December, 1893. 
John Hardy, 

United States Consular Agent. 

ADDITION. 

As the clause concerning the anchorage of the schooner Henry Crosby is deemed not 
sufficiently clear, it is acknowledged that through bad information and unacquaint¬ 
ance, the vessel was anchored in a part of the coast not recognized as a port of entry 
and uninhabitable. 

A. F. Stubbs. 
I certify to the above signature. 

John Hardy, 
United States Consular Agent. 

United States Consular Agency, 
Azua, December 26, 1895. 

I, John Hardy, consular agent of the United States of America at Azua, certify 
that this is a true copy of the original on the record books of this agency. 

Given under my hand and seal the day, month, and year above written. 
John Hardy, 

United States Consular Agent. 

Mr. Herbert to Mr. Gresham. 

Navy Department, 
Washington, January 25, 1894. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith for your information 
copy of a communication received from the commanding officer of the 
U. S. S. Kearsarge, dated January 2, 1894, relative to the recent out¬ 
break at Azua, Santo Domingo. 

The report mentioned in paragraph 10 of this inclosure has not been 
received. 

Yery respectfully, etc., 
H. A. Herbert. 

[Inclosure.] 

Commander Heyerman to Mr. Herbert. 

U. S. S. Kearsarge, Third Rate, 
Azua Bay, Santo Domingo, January 2, 1894. 

Sir: In obedience to the Department’s orders of December 20, 1893, after careful 
investigation I have the honor to make the following report of the recent outbreak 
at Azua, Santo Domingo, and of the firing on a boat of the American schooner Henry 
Crosby by Government soldiers, and the wounding of two men of that schooner: 

1. On December 3, 1893, Gen. G. Campo, governor of Azua, was assassinated by 
revolutionists. Measures were taken to prevent the escape of the assassins from the 
country, and strict orders were given to watch every vessel that touched on the 
coast. 

2. On December 9,1893, the American schooner Henry Crosby, of Bangor, Me., A. F. 
Stubbs, master, from New York, for the port of Azua, loaded with machinery and 
railway material, consigned to Mr. John Hardy, United States consular agent at 
Azua, anchored at Puerto Viejo, which is not a port of entry. The schooner hoisted 
American colors and signaled for a pilot. No customs officials visited the schooner, 
and the captain was undecided if he were at the seaport of Azua. On the morning 
of December 10, the mate, W. H. Brooks, and two seamen were sent in a boat to 
inquire if that was the port of Azua. The mate was ordered not to land, and the 
schooner had American colors flying. 
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Wlien near the shore the mate stopped the boat and asked two soldiers on shore, 
in English, if that were the port of Azua. The reply was in Spanish and not under¬ 
stood, bnt was supposed to he in the affirmative. At this moment a number of 
soldiers, about 25, came out from behind bushes. The mate became alarmed and 
began to return to the schooner. The soldiers opened fire on the schooner’s boat 
The mate was struck and fell in the bottom of the boat. The bullet grazed him and 
stunned him, but he soon recovered. Charles Smith, seaman, was hit in the thigh 
and severely wounded. The third man in the boat dropped out of sight. The 
soldiers then began firing on the schooner and several shots hit her. 

3. Mr. John Hardy, consignee of the schooner, heard of the shooting and sent a 
boat to see if it were the schooner he expected. Upon learning that it was he at 
once reported to the governor of Azua, Gen. Luis Pelletier, that soldiers had fired on 
an American schooner while she had American colors flying. The schooner came to 
Azua Bay and her unloading was not delayed. The wounded seaman, Charles 
Smith, was taken to Azua and given medical attendance; he is improving and will 
probably entirely recover. 

Depositions setting forth the above facts are on file at the consular agency at 
Azua, and are signed by A. F. Stubbs, master; William H. Brooks, mate; and 
Charles Smith, seaman; and copies have been forwarded to the American minister. 

The master of the schooner had made every effort to find the location of the port 
of Azua before leaving New York, as it is not charted. The schooner made no ports 
between New York and Puerto Yiejo. 

4. President Heureaux has ordered the governor of Azua to watch strange vessels 
to prevent the assassins of Governor Campo from leaving the country and the land¬ 
ing of arms and ammunition for use by revolutionists. It was for this purpose that 
the soldiers were sent to Puerto Yiejo when the Henry Crosby was sighted. The 
firing on the boat was done without any investigation whatever to ascertain the 
character of the schooner. 

5. By order of President Heureaux, Gen. G. Marchena and eight others, supposed 
to be leading revolutionists, were shot at Azua on December 21, 1893. 

6. I sent an officer to Azua to call on the governor, and I was informed that the 
governor would call on me to-day, which he did. During the interview Governor 
Pelletier stated that he deeply regretted that the American vessel had been fired 
upon, and attributed it to the ignorance of the officer in charge of the detachment 
sent to Puerto Viejo. The governor expressed the kindliest feelings for Americans, 
and assured me he gave no orders to fire on an American vessel. During his visit 
he was received with honors due his rank. 

7. The condition of affairs in the Republic of Santo Domingo are at the present time 
most quiet. The recent shooting of General Marchena and others will tend to pre¬ 
vent outbreaks in the future. 

8. I am informed by the American consular agent, Mr. John Hardy, that Americans 
are treated with consideration, and that American interests are perfectly safe in 
Santo Domingo, and I have every reason to believe that such are the facts. 

9. I have given the details of the firing on the schooner, as I believe, in accordance 
with the facts, and any recommendation on my part I deem unnecessary. 

10. I forward herewith an account of the recent outbreak furnished by a Gov¬ 
ernment official of Azua, through the consular agent, Mr. Hardy, as giving the 
Government’s side of the trouble. 

11. On my return to Santo Domingo City I shall cable to the Department. 
Very respectfully, 

O. F. Heyerman, Commodore Commanding. 

Captain Stubbs to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

New York, March 10,1894. 
Has there been any settlement or attempt to settle on the part of the 

Government of Santo Domingo for the injuries to schooner Henry Crosby 
and crew, at Azua, December 10? Please wire reply care Smith, Greg¬ 
ory & Winters, New York. 

A. P. Stubbs, 
Master Schooner Henry Crosby. 
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Mr. Gresham to Captain Stubbs. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, March 10, 1S94. 

A. F. Stubbs, Master Schooner Henry Crosby: 
(Care of Smith, Gregory & Winters, New York City.) 

m. 
W. Q. Gresham. 

Messrs. Gopdrich, Heady & Goodrich to Mr. Gresham. 

New York, April 3, 1894. 
Sir : We have the honor to transmit herewith memorial, affidavits, 

etc., in the claim of Henry Lord and others, owners, master and crew 
of the schooner Henry Crosby, which was fired upon by soldiers of 
Santo Domingo in December, 1893. 

We have a power of attorney to act for all the memorialists. 
We beg to request immediate action for the redress of an insult to 

our flag, and of damages suffered by the memorialists. 
Respectfully, yours, 

Goodrich, Deady & Goodrich. 

[Inclosure.] 

Memorial of Henry Lord et al. 

New York, April 3, 1894. 
Hon. Walter Q. Gresham, 

Secretary of State. 
Sir: Your memorialists, namely, Henry Lord, and Edward and Isaiah K. Stetson, 

executors and trustees of the estate of George Stetson, deceased; Edward Stetson 
and Sarah J. Stetson, trustees of the estate of Isaiah Stetson, deceased; Edward 
Stetson and Isaiah K. Stetson, copartners as E. & I. K. Stetson; Edward B. Nealley, 
Delia E. Hints, administratrix; Terence F. Cassidy, Henry Rollins, George Daven¬ 
port, all of Bangor, Me.; George B. Hoot, of Brewer, Me.; Abel F. Stubbs, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Howard M. Baker and George D. Carver, copartners as Baker & 
Carver, and Henry Griswold, of New York City, are the owners of the schooner 
Henry Crosby; and your memorialist, Henry Lord, is the owner of a one-sixteenth 
part of said schooner, and is the managing owner thereof. 

Your memorialist, Abel F. Stubbs, was the master of said schooner; your memo¬ 
rialist, W. H. Brooks, the first mate; Alexander Renney, the second mate; Julius 
Paul, steward, and George Derr, Charles Smith, A. E. Swenson, and John Janson, 
the seamen thereon. 

All of your memorialists are citizens of the United States, except as stated in the 
annexed affidavits. 

The said schooner Henry Crosby belongs to Brewer, Me. She was built there in 
the year 1884, and is 391 tons net register. She is valued at the sum of about $20,000. 

On the 24th day of November, 1893, the schooner, with the foregoing crew on 
board, sailed from the port of New York with a cargo of railroad iron, lumber, 
bricks, a hoisting engine, and other cargo, from Messrs. Hugh Kelley & Co., con¬ 
signed to John Hardy, at Azua, Santo Domingo. Neither the vessel nor any of the 
persons on board of her had ever been at the port of Azua before. The consignee 
of the cargo was the United States consular agent at the port of Azua. Before the 
schooner left the port of New York, Captain Stubbs made inquiries as to the location 
and character of the port of Azua, and was informed that the port bore northwest 
from Salmas Point. Accordingly, she was headed northwest, a flag for a pilot was 
set and kept flying, and at 1 o’clock on Saturday, the 9th of December, 1893, reached 
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a place which corresponded with the description of Azua. The place was subse¬ 
quently ascertained to be Old Azua, and not the port of Azua to which the vessel 
was consigned. 

The vessel came to anchor about 400 yards from the shore, and laid at anchor there 
until Sunday noon, but was not visited by the customs officers, a pilot, nor any of 
the authorities. On Sunday at noon, Captain Stubbs sent the yawl boat in com¬ 
mand of the first mate, William H. Brooks, and two sailors, Charles Smith and John 
Janson, to make inquiries as to whether the place was the port of Azua. Captain 
Stubbs directed the mate not to attempt to land, but to make inquiries from any 
person that he saw on the beach. The boat went to a point about 200 feet off the 
beach and stopped. 

The schooner at this time lay headed about south, her stern being to the shore. 
Captain Stubbs stood on the quarter deck with his glass, watching the movements 
of the yawl boat. The United States flag was flying at the mizzen topmast of the 
schooner, as it had been since coming to anchor the day before. There were on the 
beach at that time some ten or twelve soldiers, and no other persons, so far as could 
be discerned from the schooner or the yawl boat. The mate asked if the place was 
the port of Azua, and received the reply that it was. He thereupon turned his boat 
head off from shore and started to row back to the schooner. He had gotten per¬ 
haps 100 yards offshore, when from behind the bushes there came a large number of 
soldiers in uniform. They formed a file; there appeared to be an officer in command 
of them. They immediately fired upon the small boat, and continued to fire for some 
time, both at the small boat and at the schooner, until the small boat reached the 
schooner’s side and the men got on board. The mate, Brooks, was wounded in the 
thigh and the seaman, Smith, was also wounded in the thigh. Avery large number 
of shots was fired—at least several hundred. The officers and crew of the schooner 
were compelled to take refuge below decks. 

Captain Stubbs took care of the wounded men, and afterwards obtained for them 
medical attendance rvhen they reached Azua. 

That same evening, Sunday, the 10th of December, a barge came alongside having 
on board a number of soldiers, and also a pilot sent by Captain Hardy, the consignee 
of the vessel. The soldiers remained on board until the vessel was moved the next 
day to Azua. 

Captain Stubbs subsequently ascertained that the place where he first came to 
anchor was old Azua, and was not the port of Azua to which he was consigned. 
The port of Azua was about 10 miles away. At Azua the cargo was delivered. 

William H. Brooks, the mate, was taken care of by Captain Stubbs on board of 
the vessel. His wound consisted of a flesh wound in the left thigh. The ball struck 
the exterior of the thigh a few inches below the hip bone, striking the hip bone and 
glancing off. A severe injury to the hip bone was produced by the shot. Brooks 
was partially incapacitated for work for some six weeks after the injury and 
suffered a good deal of pain. He was attended by Captain Stubbs, who dressed his 
wound and took care of him. 

The sailor, Smith, was struck also in the left thigh, the ball entering the under 
side of the thigh and coming out below the pelvis. The wound was some 17 inches 
long. 

After the yawl boat came alongside of the schooner it was hoisted on deck with 
Smith in it, and Smith was then lifted out and carried into the cabin. There Cap¬ 
tain Stubbs attended to him as best he could until medical attendance could be 
obtained. Captain Stubbs dressed the wound, and if it had not been for his prompt 
attention to it Smith would have undoubtedly bled to death. Medical attendance 
could not be procured until Monday afternoon at 4 o’clock, some twenty-eight hours 
after he was wounded. At that time Captain Stubbs obtained a doctor from Azua, 
who came on board and attended Smith. Subsequently Smith was carried to the 
town of Azua on a litter, some 4 miles from the place were the vessel was at anchor, 
and he was kept there until taken to New York. Smith up to the present time has 
not been able to work, and there is a likelihood of there being a permanent injury. 
He was not brought home by the schooner, but was sent home by a steamer from 
Azua by the United States consular agent. 

After the vessel had partly discharged her cargo, and while she was lying at anchor 
off the port of Azua, the captain of the port came on board and demanded of Captain 
Stubbs that he go at once to Azua, that the president wished to see him. Captain 
Stubbs at first declined to go, and demanded of the port captain his authority from 
the President directing him to appear. The port captain replied that he had no 
letter, but the President had sent him personally to bring Captain Stubbs to Azua. 
Finally Captain Stubbs agreed to go, and proceeded on horseback to Azua. He first 
went to the office of Captain Hardy, the United States consular agent, and had a 
conversation with Captain Hardy’s clerk, who informed him that the President 
wished Captain Stubbs to go to the governor’s office and there sign a paper. 

Captain Stubbs went with the interpreter of the consular agent’s office to the 
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office of the governor. When they reached the governor’s office a paper written in 
Spanish was presented and Captain Stubbs was directed to sign it. Captain Stubbs 
twice declined, saying that he could not understand Spanish and was not willing to 
sign any paper written in that language. Upon his refusal the governor gave some 
order in Spanish, which was followed by a bugle signal, and immediately upon the 
giving of the signal soldiers to the number of 75 or 100 surrounded Captain Stubbs. 
Upon the appearance of the guard the interpreter said that he would go to the con¬ 
sular agent and bring him to the governor’s office. He was considerably alarmed at 
what was happening. When the consular agent appeared, he asked Captain Stubbs 
what was the matter. Captain Stubbs replied that he was asked to sign a paper 
written in Spanish, and that he was not willing to do so. Captain Hardy there¬ 
upon went into the governor’s room. 

In the meanwhile the President had come and gone into the governor’s room. He 
called Captain Hardy in there and Captain Hardy went in. Captain Stubbs over¬ 
heard a conversation in Spanish, the words of which he did not know, but from the 
manuer of both the participants in the conversation there seemed to be considerable 
dispute between them. The conversation was carried on in an angry tone. Captain 
Hardy, after the conversation with the President was over, upheld Captain Stubbs 
in his refusal to sign the paper unless it should be interpreted into English and 
Captain Stubbs given a chance to examine it. Captain Stubbs and Mr. Hardy there¬ 
upon left the governor’s office without molestation. 

On their return to the consular office what purported to be a translation of the 
paper was submitted to Captain Stubbs. It was an exoneration of the soldiers, the 
officers of the Government, and the Republic of Santo Domingo from all blame for 
the firing upon the vessel when at anchor off Azua. Captain Stubbs declined to sign 
it. Subsequently Captain Hardy was requested by the President to prepare a state¬ 
ment for Captain Stubbs to sign, stating that the vessel had come to anchor at Puerto 
Viejo by mistake for the port of Azua. That document Captain Stubbs signed. 

By reason of the premises aforesaid the schooner was delayed at the port of Azua 
for two or three days. After she had taken in some forty tons of cargo she proceeded 
to the port of Macoris to take in sugar. WThen the schooner arrived there she wras 
delayed for some twelve days by reason of her arriving later than the time at which 
she ought to have reported there, because of the arrival of the steamer which was 
loaded ahead of her, it being the custom of that port, as well as of other ports, to 
give steam vessels precedence over sailing vessels in loading or discharging. 

George Hardy, the son of Captain Hardy, the consular agent at Azua, heard the 
soldiers who had fired upon the yawl boat 'boasting in Azua that they had killed 
three of the American sailors. 

Annexed hereto are the affidavits in support of this memorial, and also a certifi¬ 
cate of the physician at the marine hospital at New York, showing the condition of 
your memorialist, Smith, at the date of this memorial. 

Your memorialists, by reason of the foregoing facts, have suffered indignities, 
insult, and some of them physical injury. The action of the soldiers of Santo 
Domingo was an outrage wholly without cause, and was an insult not only to the 
schooner and her crew, but to the flag. No blame of any sort is to be attached to 
your memorialists for the part they took in the affair, but the assault was entirely 
unprovoked and causeless. 

Your memorialists, the owners of the vessel, were compelled to pay out various 
sums of money and suffer various items of loss, a statement of which is annexed 
hereto marked “Expenses incurred at Azua.” 

Wherefore your memorialists respectfully pray that damages may be asked 
through the Department of State from the Government of Santo Domingo. Dam¬ 
ages to the owners of the vessel in the amount of $5,000, in addition to the amounts 
stated in the statement hereto annexed and entitled “Expenses incurred at Azua;” 
damages to your memorialists, Brooks and Smith, each in the sum of $15,000; dam¬ 
ages to your memorialist, Johanson, in the sum of $5,000; damages to your memorial¬ 
ist, Stubbs, in the sum of $5,000; damages to each of your memorialists, Renney, 
Derr, Paul, and Swenson, in the sum of $1,000 each. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 
Henry Lord, 

Managing Owner. 
Abel F. Stubbs. 
William H. Brooks. 
Charles Smith. 
George Derr. 
Julius Paul. 
Alec. E. Swenson. 
Johan Jansen. 

P, Doc. 53-10 



12 SCHOONER HENRY CROSBY, 

[Subinclosure 1.] 

Deposition of William II. Brooks. 

United States of America, 
City, County, and State of New Yorlc, ss: 

William H. Brooks, being duly sworn, says: 
I am an American citizen, having been born at Papenburg, Germany, and came to 

this country when I was 17 years of age, and went to reside in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
where I have lived ever since. I am now 27 years of age. I took out my naturaliza¬ 
tion papers in the city of Brooklyn in 1889 or 1890. I have followed the sea ever 
since I was 13 years of age. 

I was first mate on the schooner Henry Crosby on her last voyage from New York 
to Azua, Santo Domingo. We had aboard a cargo of railroad iron, bricks, lumber, 
machinery for sugar mill, and one small hoisting engine, spikes, and bolts, and other 
railroad material, and some spars on deck. The vessel was chartered to Hugh Kelley 
& Co., who loaded the lumber for the voyage in question. 

We left New York about the 24th day of November, 1893, having on board the 
master, first and second mates, four seamen, and a cook. We arrived off Ocoa Bay, 
which is on the southern side of Santo Domingo, on or about the 8th of December, 
1893, and going up the bay, anchored off' the River Via, on which Azua is situated, 
on the 9th of December, about 1 o’clock in the afternoon, shore time. Our anchorage 
was about one-fourth of a mile from the shore in about 5 or 6 fathoms of water. The 
United States flag was set at the mizzen topmast on the morning of the 9th, at day¬ 
light, and also an American jack at the fore. These continued to be flying until 
sundown, when they were taken in. The next morning at sunrise we set the Ameri¬ 
can ensign at the mizzen top, and it remained there every day during daylight as 
long as we remained at anchor. 

About half past 11 a. m. on Sunday, the 10th, the captain ordered the mate and two 
seamen, Charles Smith and John Johnson to take the yawl boat and go toward the 
shore, where men were seen, for the purpose of inquiring whether that was the port 
of Azua. The captain directed me to go near enough to the shore to talk with the 
men, but not to go ashore. We got into the boat, pulled toward the shore, saw the 
men, and got to within about 150 feet of the shore. There were on the beach two 
men; I asked these men if that was the port of Azua. As near as I could understand 
them, they said yes. I don’t speak Spanish, but spoke to them in English. As soon 
as we got the answer that it was the port of Azua, we headed the boat for the schooner, 
and started to go toward her. I was sitting in the steering, my back being to the 
stern of the boat. Shortly after we started for the ship my men informed me that 
there were other men on the shore besides the two men; that 30 or 40 men came out 
of the bush and were getting ready to fire upon us, and a volley was fired at us. I 
and John Johnson laid down in the bottom of the boat, but the other man, Smith, 
continued to row. We had hardly laid down when the man that was rowing was 
struck with a shot and fell into the bottom of the boat; then I got up and took the 
oars and began to row. Almost immediately another bullet struck me on the left 
hip bone and glanced off, causing a wound. I continued to row, and got the wounded 
man aboard the ship. While I was rowing I saw all of the 30 or 40 men were shoot¬ 
ing as rapidly as they could, and I heard the bullets whistling around me. This 
was while we were in a direct line between the men and the schooner, and many of 
the shots must have reached the schooner. 

We remained at anchorage until the next morning at 8 o’clock. On Sunday night, 
however, a pilot came off in a boat with about fifteen soldiers, and came aboard the 
vessel and remained there all night. The next morning, Monday, about 4 o’clock, we 
got up our anchor under the instructions of the pilot and sailed to somewhere near 
a wharf, which is the landing wharf of the port of Azua, and we anchored about a 
quarter of a mile off'that pier. We remained at that anchorage until about January 
17, 1894, occupying that time in discharging our cargo by lighters to the wharf and 
in taking in a portion of our return cargo. Thence we went to Macoris, Santo 
Domingo, some 50 or 60 miles to the eastward of Ocoa Bay, where we took in the 
balance of our cargo, and sailed for New York, where we arrived on or about March 
3, 1894. 

After we arrived on board the schooner the captain dressed my wound, and after 
a while it healed; but it troubled me for some time, hindering me somewhat in my 
work aboard the vessel. 

While I was lying in the bottom of the boat two or three bullets struck the boat, 
and one or some of them splintered the boat so that a lot of splinters and slivers of 
wood were driven into my left cheek, which were extracted by the captain after I 
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got aboard tbe ship. These splinters covered the whole of my left cheek down to 
my collar, and there must have been 30 or 40 of them. 

William H. Brooks. 

Sworn to before me this 19th day of March, 1894. 
[seal.] 

(Certificate filed in New York County.) 

Avery F. Cushman, 
Notary Public, Kings County. 

[Subinclosure 2.] 

Deposition of Charles Smith. 

United States of America, 
City, County, and State of New Yorlc, ss: 

Charles Smith, being duly sworn, says: 
I was born in Sweden and came to this country when I was 19 years of age. I am 

now 22 years of age and have followed the sea since I was 16 years old. I live at No. 
19 Columbia street, Brooklyn, when I am in port. 

I have read the affidavits of William H. Brooks and Alexander Renney, and declare 
that the contents thereof are true. 

I was one of the men who went in the yawl boat of the schooner Crosby toward 
the shore for the purpose of making inquiries of the men whom we saw ashore. I 
was rowing the boat and after we had made inquiries of the men whether that was 
the port of Azua and started to return to the ship, I saw a number of men, I should 
think 30 or 40 of them, some of them in uniform and some without uniforms, but all 
of them with guns and knives, come out of the bushes on the shore and prepare to 
fire at us, which I told Mr. Brooks, the mate. I continued to row as hard as I could, 
but had not got very far when I was struck with a ball on the upper part of my left 
leg at the side, the ball going into the flesh and coming out behind, making an ugly 
and. painful wound 17 inches long. I fell to the bottom of the boat and remained 
there until the boat got alongside of the schooner, when the boat was hoisted out 
with me in it, and I was taken out and put on the deck, and subsequently taken to 
the second mate’s room in the cabin, where I remained until the morning of the 12th 
of December, when I was taken on a stretcher and carried if miles away to a private 
house at Azua, where I remained about fifty-eight days, when I was sent to New 
York on the steamer State of Texas by Mr. Hardy, the United States consualr agent. 

While I was on the schooner my wound was attended to by Captain Stubbs, the 
master of the schooner, but I received no medical treatment until the afternoon of 
the 11th of December, when a doctor came and cared for me, and I also received medi¬ 
cal treatment during the time that I remained ashore at Azua. 

While I was on board of the steamer State of Texas, I had to dress my own wound 
and care for it with medicine that I received from the doctor at sea. I got no med¬ 
ical attendance until I arrived at New York, since which time I have been several 
times to Castle Garden, where my wound has been dressed by the doctor there. 

My wound still troubles me. I am unable to work, and am suffering great pain 
with it. 

Charles Smith. 
Sworn to before me this 20th day of March, 1894. 
[seal.] Avery F. Cushman, 

Notary Public Kings County. 
(Certificate filed in New York County.) 

[Subinclosure 3.] 

• Deposition of Abel F. Stubbs. 

United States of America, State of New York, 
City and County of New Yorlc, ss: 

Abel F. Stubbs, being duly sworn, says: I was born at North Buckport, Me., 
where I reside in the summer time, although my residence is in the city of Brooklyn. 
I am 56 years of age. 1 have followed the sea since I was 12 years old. I am master 
of the schooner Henry Crosby, and have been such ever since she was built in 1884, 
and am the owner of three-sixteenths of her. The schooner is about 391 tons net. She 
was built in Brewer, Me., and is owned by the following persons, all of whom are 
American citizens, viz: 
Abel F. Stubbs.Six thirty-seconds. 

(Of Brooklyn, N. Y.) 
Henry Lord.Two thirty-seconds. 
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George Stetson.Four thirty-seconds. 
Estate of Isaiah Stetson...Four thirty-seconds. 
Edward and Isaiah Stetson.Four thirty-seconds. 
Edwiard B. Nealley.One sixty-fourth. 
Delea E. Hinks (administratrix).One sixty-fourth. 
Ter nee F. Cassidy.One thii’ty-second. 
Henry Rollins.Two thirty-seconds. 
George Davenport.One thirty-second. 

(All of Bangor, Me.) 
George B. Hook.One thirty-second. 

(Of Brewer, Me.) 
Howard M. Baker and G. M. Carver.Two thirty-seconds. 
Henry Griswold.........Four thirty-seconds. 

(Of New York.) 

In November last the schooner was chartered to Hugh Kelley & Co., for a voyage 
from New York to Azua, Santo Domingo, with a cargo of merchandise as stated in 
the affidavit of William H. Brooks, hereto attached. She was chartered to return 
to New York with a cargo of general merchandise from other ports in Santo Domingo. 
I have heard read the affidavit of William H. Brooks, and the facts therein stated 
give a general history of what transpired on the voyage and at Santo Domingo. 

I have read the memorial to which this is attached and state that the same is true. 
Abel F. StubhIS. 

Sworn to before me this 19th day of March, 1894. 
[seal.] Avery F. Cushman, 

Notary Public, Kings County. 
(Certified in New York County.) 

[Subinclosure 4.] 

Deposition of Julius Paul. 

United States op America, 
City, County, and State of New York, 88: 

Julius Paul, being duly sworn, says: I was horn in Germany and came to this 
country when I was 16 years of age. I am now 23 years of age. I have lived in 
Brooklyn and for a little while in Milwaukee. I was naturalized in the city of 
New York in 1893 and am an American citizen. I was cook on board of the schooner 
Henry Crosby on her last voyage, and I have heard read the affidavits of Mr. Brooks 
and Mr. Renney, and declare that the contents thereof are true. 

Julius Paul. 
Sworn to before me this 12th day of March, 1894. 

Fred. Giblin, 
Notary Public, Kings County. 

(Certificate filed in New York County.) 

[Subinclosure 5.) 

Deposition of George Derr. 

United States op America, 
City, County, and State of New York, ss: 

George Derr, being duly sworn, says: I was born in Bremen, Germany, and came 
to this country when I was 14 years of age, and have, since that time, lived at the 
city of New York. I am now 24 years of age. I have followed the sea since I was 
15 years of age. 

I have heard read the foregoing affidavits of William H. Brooks and Alexander 
Renney, and declare that the contents of the same are true. 

George Derr. 

Sworn to before me this 12th day of March, 1894. 
Fred’k Giblin, 

Notary Public, Kings County. 
(Certificate filed in New York County.) 
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[Subinclosure 6.] 

Deposition of Alexander Denney. 

United States oe America, 
City, County, and State of New York, ss: 

Alexander Renney, being duly sworn, says: I have read the affidavit of Williams 
H. Brooks, mate, and declare that the same is true in all particulars. I was horn at 
Riga, Russia, and came to this country when I was 13 years of age, and am now 34 
years of age. I came to this country with my parents and went to Fryhurg, Pa., to 
reside, and have lived there since that time. 

While the yawl boat was coming hack to the vessel repeated volleys were fired 
upon the schooner by the men from the shore. I could hear the halls whistling 
about my ears. I saw some of them which had struck portions of the vessel hound 
off and fall hack into the water. I saw wounds on the vessel made by them and 
helped to pick out tlie halls. There must have been several hundred shots fired at 
the boat and the schooner. During all this time the American flag was flying from 
the schooner in plain sight, the wind being sufficient to keep it extended. 

Alexander Renney. 
Sworn to before me this 12th day of March, 1894. 

Fred’k Giblin, 
Notary Public Kings County. 

(Certificate filed in New York County.) 

[Subinclosure 7.] 

Deposition of Alex E. Swenson. 

United States of America, 
Southern district of New York, ss: 

Alex E. Swenson, being duly sworn, says: I was born at Halsenburg, Sweden, and 
am 30 years old. I came to this country in 1887, and went to live in Brooklyn. 
I took out my first papers in May, 1893, but have not taken out my second papers. 

I was an able seaman on the Henry Crosby. I have heard read the affidavits of 
Messrs. Renney and Brooks, and state that they are true to the best of my knowledge. 

Alex E. Swenson. 
Sworn to before me this 3d day of April, 1894. 

Fred’k Giblin, 
Notary Public Kings County. 

(Certificate filed in New York County.) 

[Subinclosure 8.] 

Deposition of Jolian Janson. 

United States of America, 
Southern District of New York, ss: 

Johan Janson, being duly sworn, says: I was born at Gothenburg, Sweden, and am 
24 years old. I have never been naturalized. 

I was in the yawl boat with Mr. Brooks and Smith. I have heard read their affi¬ 
davits and Mr. Renney’s, and state that the same are true. 

Johan Janson. 
Sworn to before me April 3, 1894. 

Fred’k Giblin, 
Notary Public Kings County. 

(Certificate filed in New York County.) 

[Subinclosure 9.) 

Certificate of Dr. Atliey. 

Office of Medical Officer in Command, 
Marine-Hospital Service. 

To whom it may concern : 
Charles Smith (aged 22 years, born in Sweden, seaman for past three years in 

United States merchant-marine service on board schooner Henry Crosby) has been for 
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four times and is at present being treated at this office for a wound on hip, which 
wound, he states, was made by a rifle shot (or ball). 

Treatment began the 3d day of March, 1894. Present condition does not warrant 
work, and it is impossible to state how long before recovery. 

[seal.] W. L. Athey, M. D., 
A. A. Surgeon, Marine-Hospital Service. 

[Subinclosure 10.] 

Expenses incurred at Azua. 

To amount paid doctor for medical attendance. $143. 00 
To amount paid druggist for medicines. 10. 80 
To amount paid for board.-. 74.00 
To amount paid men for carrying sailor.. 6.00 
To mattresses, bedding, etc., destroyed.. 40.00 
To amount paid extra labor at Azua. 180. 00 
To amount paid board ten weeks and two days. 51. 45 
To amount paid for labor and board at Macoris. 48.00 
To amount of expenses, Captain Stubbs, on account of Smith. 25. 00 
To twelve days’ demurrage, at $40 per day. 480. 00 
To amount paid Smith for one month’s extra pay. 15. 00 
To damages to the small boat. 30. 00 
To amount paid Hardy on account of Smith, sundry small expenses, medi¬ 

cine, medical attendance, etc. 29. 64 

Total.1,132.89 

Mr. Uhl to Messrs. Goodrich, Deady & Goodrich. 

Department of State, 
Washington, April 10, 1894. 

Gentlemen : I have received, together with your letter of the 3d 
instant, a memorial of the owners, officers, and crew of the schooner 
Henry Crosby, requesting the Department to assert a claim for damages 
in their behalf against the Government of Santo Domingo. 

The facts to be gathered from the memorial and affidavits accom¬ 
panying it, from the affidavits taken before the American consular 
agent at Azua, and from the reports made by Commander Heyerman, 
of the Kearsarge, and Mr. John K,. Meade, late consul at Santo Domingo, 
are as follows: 

The Henry Crosby left New York the latter part of November last, 
bound for the port of Azua in Santo Domingo. 

On the 9th of December following she reached a place which her 
officers supposed to be Azua, and came to anchor about 400 yards from 
the shore. The place was not Azua, however, and was not a port of 
entry. 

About a week before this time the governor of Azua had been assas¬ 
sinated by revolutionists, and strict measures had been taken by the 
authorities of the country to prevent the escape of the assassins, orders 
being given to watch every vessel touching on the coast. 

The Crosby remained where she had anchored (as above noted) during 
the balance of the day—the 9th of December—and during that night 
and the following morning. A little while before noon of the 10th of 
December the master, Captain Stubbs, seeing some persons on the 
shore, ordered the mate, Brooks, and two seamen (one named Smith 
and one named Johansen) to take the yawl boat and approach near 
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enough to shore to inquire of the persons seen there whether the place 
was Azua. Brooks and his companions pulled the boat to within 150 
or 200 feet of the shore, and asked in English if that was Azua. 
Answer was given, which they understood to be in the affirmative, 
though as none of the parties in the boat spoke Spanish, they could 
not have been clear as to the meaning of the reply they received. 
Understanding, however, that they were at Azua they started back to 
the vessel, and as they started back a number of soldiers, who had been 
concealed in bushes on the shore, emerged from their hiding place and 
opened fire upon them. Numerous shots were fired. One of them pen¬ 
etrated the side of the boat and slightly wounded Brooks, another 
seriously wounded Smith, while Johansen, dropping in the bottom of 
the boat to protect himself as far as possible, escaped unhurt. 

The soldiers not only fired upon the boat and did the damage which 
has been mentioned, but they also fired numerous shots at the vessel, 
which at the time was flying the American flag, plainly visible from the 
shore. No damage, however, seems to have been done the vessel, the 
balls passing through the rigging or striking harmlessly about her sides. 
That evening a pilot came aboard, and it was ascertained that the vessel 
was not at Azua, but at what was called “Old Port,” the present port 
of Azua being some 10 miles distant. The next morning the Crosby 
was taken up to Azua, anchored in what seems to have been the usual 
place, and her unloading proceeded with by means of lighters. This 
was Monday, the 11th of December. The process of unloading and tak¬ 
ing on cargo continued there until about the 17th of January following, 
when the Crosby sailed for Macoris. 

Smith (thebadly wounded man) was left at Azua, and the vessel seems 
to have incurred some expense there on his account. He was subse¬ 
quently sent to New York by a steamer. Brooks was for a time some¬ 
what, but not very seriously, incapacitated for work by the wound he 
had received in the firing. 

It is stated in the memorial that the vessel was detained at Azua 
two or three days longer than she should have been by the action of the 
authorities, who were endeavoring to get Captain Stubbs to sign a 
paper exonerating the Government from any liability for the occurrence 
of the 10th of December. But it is also stated that the captain was sent 
for with this object in view, after the vessel had partly discharged her 
cargo and while she was still lying at anchor off the port of Azua. It 
is not clear, therefore, that even this trifling delay was due to the action 
of the authorities. 

It further appears that after the schooner arrived at Macoris she 
was delayed for some twelve days because a steamer had arrived there 
ahead of her, and had precedence in receiving cargo over the Crosby, 
which was a sailing vessel. 

In the statement of expenses which is filed with the memorial, one of 
the principal items is for twelve days’ damage, which evidently relates 
to the delay at Macoris. After this delay at that point the Crosby 
appears to have taken on her cargo and returned in due course and 
without further trouble to New York. 

I am unable to see that the owners of the vessel have any claim for 
damages, except to the limited extent hereinafter indicated. True, 
some shots were fired at her, but there is no charge that any real injury 
was done. If there had been nothing in the circumstances of the 
country at the time to warrant unusual fears and suspicions on the 
part of the authorities and the soldiers, a case might be presented for 
demanding some pecuniary payment from the Dominican Government, 

H. Doc. 164-2 
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though no actual damage had been done to the vessel; but 1 am of 
opinion that, while the soldiers acted in a very indiscreet way and with¬ 
out proper precautions, the state of excitement which existed on account 
of the recent assassination of the governor should be considered in 
extenuation of their act. So far, therefore, as the firing is concerned, 
I do not think the owners have any claim. It does not appear that the 
occurrences of Sunday, December 10, caused any delay in the time of 
the vessel’s arrival at the present port of Azua. She got there quite 
as early as she would have done had no trouble of that sort occurred. 
Nor do I think that the short delay of a day or two at Azua, just 
before the vessel sailed for Macoris, even if it was due directly to the 
detention of the captain by the authorities (which is not clear), furnishes 
a ground for damages. Neither was this delay so directly connected 
with the subsequent delay at Macoris (arising from the previous arrival 
of a steamer there) as to make the latter a proper item of claim. 

I am, however, of opinion that whatever expenses the vessel was 
put to directly on account of the action of the soldiers in firing upon 
it should properly be reimbursed by the Dominican Government; such 
expense, for instance, would embrace the injury done to the yawl boat, 
medical attention upon Smith, money paid for his board, care, and 
attention at Azua, the injury to bedding which is alluded to, which I 
suppose happened in the dressing of his wounds, or any other matters 
of expense which were necessarily incurred by reason of the attack 
which the soldiers made upon the boat. Beyond this I do not see that 
the vessel or her owners can set up any claim. 

If Smith were an American citizen I should say that he was entitled 
to the intervention of this Department to secure an indemnity for his 
injuries. He is not, however, an American citizen, nor does he come 
within that statute which provides that a foreigner serving as a seaman 
on an American vessel shall be entitled to American protection, if he 
has declared his intention to become a citizen; for it does not appear 
that he ever made such a declaration. Mr. Brooks is, perhaps, entitled 
to a small indemnity, though I may observe that no certificate of his 
naturalization is filed with the papers, as is required to be done when 
claims are preferred by naturalized citizens. I am unable to see that 
any other of the officers or crew are entitled to any damages. 

The unfortunate occurrence grew out of the mistake made in anchor 
ing the Crosby and sending a boat toward the shore at a place which 
was not a port of entry, and at a time when, by reason of the recent 
assassination of the governor and the expectation that an attempt 
would be made to effect the escape of the assassins by sea, this con¬ 
duct could not fail to excite suspicion and fear in the minds of the 
authorities. 

I may observe that Consular Agent Hardy suggests that this mistake 
might have been avoided had Captain Stubbs provided himself with 
the United States hydrographic chart of 1886, or the sailing directions 
from the same office, published in 1892. 

It is clear that no insult to the flag was intended, since the governor 
of Azua, when called upon, expressed great regret at the occurrence, 
and Minister Smythe has reported that ample apologies were made. 

On the whole, after careful consideration, 1 am compelled to say that 
the Department can not present the claim to the Dominican Govern¬ 
ment in the shape in which it is now formulated, or present it at all, 
except to the limited extent which I have above indicated. 

I am, etc., 
Edwin F. Uhl, 

Acting Secretary. 
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Messrs. Goodrich, Beady & Goodrich to Mr. Gresham. 

New York, July 26,1894. 
Dear Sir: The sickness and absence of members of our firm, cov¬ 

ering several months of time, must be our excuse for apparent neglect 
of the interests of our clients in answering the Department’s letter of 
April 10, relative to the schooner Henry Crosby. 

We beg now po inclose an additional affidavit from Captain Stubbs, 
the master of t he vessel, which we hope will throw some new light on 
the affair. 

In regard to the reference in Captain Stubbs’s affidavit to the United 
States man-of-war Baltimore, and the reparation made by Chile to the 
aliens aboard of her, we are aware that the analogy is not perfect, as the 
Baltimore was a public vessel, but it certainly seems clear to us, as pri¬ 
vate citizens, that the Government should be as quick to protect our 
private persons and property as it is to protect public property, and to 
protect even aliens who are in the employ of American citizens on a 
private vessel. 

The assault on the flag carried by the Henry Crosby may be explained 
and apologized for to the Government, but it seems to us as if repara¬ 
tion should also be made to the private citizens who were also assaulted 
and fired upon by the authority of a foreign government. This would 
seem to be the protection owed to its citizens. 

We would respectfully urge that the Department will reconsider the 
conclusions of its letter of April 10 and demand reparation for the 
indignity and injury which has been inflicted upon the memorialists, 
our clients. 

Yours, respectfully, 
Goodrich, Deady & Goodrich. 

[Inclosure.] 

Affidavit of Captain Stubbs. 

United States oe America, 
City, County, and State of New Yorlc, ss : 

Abel F. Stubbs, of Brooklyn, N. Y., being duly sworn, says: I have read the letter 
of Hon. Edwin F. Uhl, Acting Secretary of the Department of State, dated Wash¬ 
ington, April 10, 1894, in regard to the matter of the schooner Henry Crosby. 

In answer to some of the suggestions of said letter I desire to say, in regard to the 
reference to my failure to have aboard the vessel a United States hydrographic chart 
of 1886, that I had aboard an English chart of the locality, which is in use by all 
mariners. The hydrographic chart of 1886 states, in a marginal note, that it is 
taken from the English and Spanish charts, and contains no further information 
about the port of Azua than does the English chart, as will be seen by a comparison 
of the two charts. 

In relation to the objection that Charles Smith is not an American citizen, either 
by birth or naturalization,, I call attention to the fact that the United States did 
not hesitate to demand and recover damages for an attack upon the sailors of the 
man-of-war Baltimore in Chile during the troubles there, where many of the sailors 
aboard that vessel were injured while ashore, and received compensation therefor 
through the intervention of our Government. 

In relation to the report of consular agent Hardy, I desire to make the following 
statement: At the time of the outrage upon the schooner Henry Crosby, Mr. Hardy, 
with certain citizens of the United States, had obtained a concession from Heureaux, 
President of Santo Domingo, for the building of a sugar mill at or near Azua, with 
liberty to import into the country all materials necessary for the construction of the 
mill, and free of all duties or port charges to the vessel. The cargo of the Crosby 
was a portion of the machinery intended for the mill. Upon the arrival of the ves¬ 
sel a claim was made by the port authorities for the payment of port charges, 
amounting to something over $900. Captain Hardy gave a bond to secure this until 
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lie saw the President. On meeting the President there at Azua, he said that it 
hadn’t become a law, as his secretary had neglected to advertise it in the Santo 
Domingo papers, but after that he would allow the balance of the stuff to come in 
free. 

When the Kearsarge arrived, Captain Hardy and myself went aboard of her, and I 
made my statement to Captain Heyerman in the presence of Captain Hardy, and 
Captain Heyerman thought it was a very severe thing; he said he hadn’t heard any¬ 
thing like it in his time. Some few days afterwards Captain Hardy was to call for 
me and we were to go on board the Kearsarge together; Captain Hardy, instead of 
calling for me, went on board the Kearsarge and was there some three or four hours. 

I ask that the Government will investigate Mr. Hardy’s relation with President 
Heureaux, by reason of his concession from the President, because I believe that his 
report to the Government, while apparently frank and impartial on its face, is yet 
colored by his interests to maintain his concession and secure the favor of the Gov¬ 
ernment. 

In regard to the alleged revolution in Santo Domingo, I am informed there was no 
revolution at the time of the Crosby affair. There was a man that had a feeling 
against the governor of Azua, and he had made a bargain with five men that he 
would give to either one or all of the persons who would kill the governor $50 
apiece; and he had paid $10 to three of them. Shortly before the Crosby arrived, 
about a week before, the governor was assassinated by these men on the highway. 
This is the only public disturbance there was, so far as my knowledge or informa¬ 
tion extends. 

A. F. Stubbs. 
Sworn to before me this 26th day of July, 1894. 
[seal] Fred’k Giblin, 

Notary Public, Kings County. 
(Certificate filed in New York County.) 

Mr. Gresham to Messrs. Goodrich, Deady & Goodrich. 

Department of State, 
Washington, August 1,1894. 

Gentlemen : Your letter of the 26th ultimo, and the affidavit of Mr. 
A. F. Stubbs, have been examined in connection with the papers already 
on file here relative to the schooner Henry Crosby, and in reply I have 
to say that I see no reason to change the opinion expressed in the 
Department’s letter to you under date of April 10 last. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. Gresham. 

Mr. Uhl to Mr. Jf. F. Fischer, M. C. 

Department of State, December 6,1895. 
Sir : In compliance with my promise to you in our conversation of 

the 5th instant, I have the pleasure to inform you touching the present 
situation of the claim of the owners and master of the American 
schooner Henry Crosby for injuries received at Azua, Santo Domingo, 
at the hands of the Dominican authorities. 

The facts of the incident are stated very fully in the inclosures to 
dispatch No. 6, of January 22, 1894 (printed in Foreign Relations of 
the United States, 1894, pp. 207-213), from Mr. Henry M. Smythe, min¬ 
ister of the United States at Port au Prince, and also charge d’affaires 
accredited to the Dominican Republic. The Department is also in pos¬ 
session of a report of the occurrence submitted by the commanding 
officer of the U. S. S. Kearsarge under date of January 2, 1894, made 
in pursuance of instruction to visit Azua and report concerning the 
affair. 
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Following the Department’s usual rule, a duly formulated claim on 
behalf of the aggrieved parties was awaited before considering the 
question of presenting a reclamation to the Dominican Government. 
This was not received until Messrs. Goodrich, Deady & Goodrich, of 
New York, attorneys for Henry Lord and others, owners, master, and 
crew of the Henry Crosby, presented a memorial, with accompanying 
affidavits, in substantiation of a claim amounting to $1,132.89 for 
expenses incurred at Azua by reason of the firing upon the vessel by 
soldiers of Santo Domingo in December, 1893. 

The claim so presented was carefully considered, and on the 10th of 
April I, being then Acting Secretary of State, wrote very fully on the 
subject to Messrs. Goodrich, Deady & Goodrich, summarizing the facts 
related in the memorial, and reaching the conclusion that the owners 
of the vessel had no claim for damages except to a limited extent on 
account of the aforesaid action of the Dominican soldiers, embracing, 
for instance, injury done to the yawl boat, medical attention upon the 
wounded man, Smith, money paid for his board, care, and attention at 
Azua, injury to the bedding, which is mentioned in the claim and was 
supposed to have happened in the dressing of Smith’s wounds, or any 
other matters of expense necessarily incurred by reason of the attack 
made upon the yawl boat. 

As to individual claims for damages, Smith was not entitled to the 
intervention of this Department, not being an American citizen, nor 
having come within the statute which provides that a foreigner serving 
as a seaman on an American vessel shall be entitled to American pro¬ 
tection if he has declared his intention to become a citizen, as it did 
not appear that he had ever made such a declaration. 

The chief officer of the Henry Crosby, Mr. William H. Brooks, I sug¬ 
gested might perhaps be entitled to a small indemnity, although no 
certificate of his naturalization had been presented. With this excep¬ 
tion I was unable to see that any other of the officers or crew were 
entitled to any damages. 

I further pointed out that in view of the recent assassination of the 
governor of Azua and the turbulent condition of that part of Santo 
Domingo, the conduct of the Henry Crosby could not fail to excite sus¬ 
picion and fear in the minds of the authorities, and that it was clear 
that no insult to the flag of the United States was intended, since the 
governor of Azua, when called upon, expressed great regret at the 
occurrence, and Minister Smythe had reported that ample apologies 
were made. 

My conclusion was that, after careful consideration, the Department 
could not present the claim to the Dominican Government in the shape 
in which it was formulated, or present it at all, except to the limited 
extent above indicated. I inclose for your information a copy of my 
aforesaid letter of April 10, to Messrs. Goodrich, Deady & Goodrich. 

Here the matter rested until July 26, 1894, when Messrs. Goodrich, 
Deady & Goodrich sent to the Department an additional affidavit from 
Captain Stubbs, the master of the vessel, in the hope that it might 
throw some new light on the affair, and requested a reconsideration of 
the Department’s conclusion. Upon reexamination, Mr. Secretary 
Gresham replied August 1, 1894, that he saw no reason to change the 
opinion expressed in the Department’s letter to the attorneys under 
date of April 10, 1894. 

Since that time no renewed presentation of the claim has been made. 
I have, etc., 

O 
Edwin F. Uhl. 
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